
 
 
 

 
 

Students are encouraged 
to go one step farther by 
creating an invention for 
the  

Inventors Fair  
to be held on  
December 10th  

at  
Carver Elementary. 

 

 

Inv entors are imagina-

tive, playful, curious, 
and flexible in their 

thinking.   

They are people who 
look ahead and donõt 

give up.   

Inventors have a strong 
desire to improve 

things. 

As a part of the Inventions 
Unit  S. A. I. L. students 
have been using their crea-
tive and critical thinking 
skills to tackle a variety of 
complex challenges.  Stu-
dents began by practicing 
creative thinking strategies, 
such as, brainstorming, 
Forced Association and 

SCAMPER.   They learned 
about inventors and inven-
tions; noticing that some 
inventions were intentional, 
some required looking at a 
product in a different way 
and some were just a big 
mistake.  Students were 
then challenged to create 
the longest stretch, the 
highest tower or a machine 
that can launch a projectile 
the farthest.  These chal-
lenges required the learn-
ers to apply the strategies 
they had practiced, as well 
as, work in partnerships or 
triads.  They will be as-
sessed on creativity, prob-
lem solving, planning, ef-
fort, time on task and 

group skills. 

Inventions 

An Introduction to Young Scholars 

The Young Scholars (YS) 
program is a model that 
has been adapted from 
Fairfax County and ISD 
196 Public Schools. Young 
Scholar teachers from Dis-
trict 622 use this approach 
to find and identify stu-
dents from underserved 
populations with high po-
tential who are not likely 
to be considered for gifted 
programs using traditional 
methods of identification, 

and who, without that op-
portunity, are less likely to 
pursue advanced levels of 
learning on their own. His-
torically, these students 
have lacked access to 
gifted services, advocates 
for their high potential, and 
affirmation of their ad-
vanced abilities. 
 
Young Scholars promotes 
the notion of nurturing, 
guidance, and support for 

continuous academic 
growth beginning in kinder-
garten. Early identification 
coupled with early inter-
vention allows each Young 
Scholars school to provide 
learning experiences that 
strengthen basic skills and 
require students to apply 
knowledge at a more com-
plex level. At each YS 
school, classroom teachers  
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Young Scholars 

Young Scholar identifi-
cation process is de-
signed to better identify 
underrepresented popu-
lations. 

 
 
 

Piloted in three schools 

(Richardson, Skyview, 
and Webster) in District 
622 in 2009-2010.  
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The Science Museum of Minne-
sota was a-buzz with activity 
the weeks of November 2nd  
through November 13th.  Two 
hundred fifty-five students had 
the opportunity to participate 
in a variety of classes. They 
stretched their thinking through 
hands-on activities; creating 

models, games and artifacts.   

Classes included were:  

Ancient Athenians 

Science of Space and 

Flight 

Chemistry Cooks 

Game Pad 

Calling All Marine Biolo-

gists 

Archeology Adventures: 

Treasures of Sutton Hoo 

Titanic and Other Ship-

wrecks 

LEGO Engineering 

Build a Smart House 

COMET will be offered again 
March 15 

through 26. 
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